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05/25/10 - Madison County

Church Sign Conseguences
By: Mallory Cooke

5:15 p.m.

One McNairy County church could find itself on the wrong side of the
law. A leader of the Creation Seventh Day Adventist Church in Guys
stood before a federal judge Tuesday and admitted to violating federal
court orders.

An attorney said the pastor and assistant pastor could both face fines or
even prison time. Lucan Chartier, the assistant pastor of the church in
Guys, stood before a federal judge Tuesday and admitted to violating
court orders. "This is our conviction and if | deny that | have done what |
have done, it is really no different than just changing my name," said
Chartier.

Workers ripped down signs at A Creation Seventh Day and Adventist
Church in February after a judge ordered it. The court ruled in favor of
the international Seventh Day Adventist organization, and said the Guys
church violated that group's trademark.

In March, the church in Guys put the signs back up despite court orders.
Chartier said it is because God told him to. He said, "I have no option
except to continue doing what my religion dictates."”

An attorney believes both Chartier and the church's pastor, Walter
McGill, could face fines or time in prison for refusing to answer
questions and deliberately disobeying court orders. "A court can put
you in jail and essentially give you the keys to the jail house in your
pocket," said McGill's attorney, Chuck Holliday.

After the proceedings attorneys representing the international Seventh
Day Adventist Organization said the case is in the hands of the court.

Chartier admitted he cannot pay a fine, so if the courts decide to
imprison him for contempt of court, he is ready. "If He (God) decides
that it is not in the best interest of the gospel that | should be preserved,
then my life is of little consequence,” said Chartier.

Attorneys said it could take days, weeks, or even months for the courts
to issue sanctions for the church members who disobeyed court
orders.



